The population analysis of the hydrogen bond atoms was analyzed within the different basis sets for model molecular systems for the ground and low-lying excited electronic states. The Mulliken, Lőwdin and Hirshfeld methods were used in our investigations. It has been shown that normally the proton is transferred, however, in some excited electronic states the hydrogen atom displacement might be responsible for the tautomeric interconversion.
Introduction
The proton transfer reactions are the simplest but very important in many chemical problems as well as in some biological processes. It appears that the low-barrier hydrogen bond (LBHB) for this displacement may play fundamental role in stabilizing intermediates in enzymatic reactions and in energy lowering of transition states [1] . There is considerable evidence that a LBHB may be important in the reaction catalyzed by ∆ 5 -3-ketosteroid isomerase [2] . Recent computational and gas phase experimental studies [3] have shown that LBHB can exist in the gas phase systems as well. The implications of isotope effects have also been studied for structures containing low-barrier hydrogen bonds [4] . On the other hand, the multiple proton transfer seems to play an important role in quantum chemical interpretation at molecular level of some biological processes like heredity, mutations, aging and cancerogenic action [5] .
It seems that the electron density distribution within the hydrogen bond atoms is of essential importance for considerations of the proton transfer reactions. However, the systematic studies of this property are rather scarce in the present literature. Although theoretical studies are numerous, most of them is concentrated on the ground state properties. On the other hand, mainly Mulliken population analysis is usually performed and no comparison with other methods was done so far.
Model systems
In In some earlier papers the above mentioned ions were studied at the multireference level [6, 7] , whereas malonaldehyde at the DFT level [8] . Imidazole chain has also been considered in relation with its electrical properties [9] .
Calculational Outline
The non-dynamical correlation energies were evaluated for the two extremal proton positions of the model systems within the hydrogen bond. The population analysis was performed within the Mulliken, Löwdin and Hirshfeld formalisms. The calculations of the atomic charges for the excited electronic states were performed within the CIS approach. For the above-mentioned model hydrogen bonded systems all CAS SCF [10] calculations have also been performed with frozen 1s and 2s orbitals
The Hirshfeld idea to describe a molecule is to divide it into atoms and examine how these differ from the free atoms [11] i.e. this formalism is based on the total electron density ρ and atomic densities ρ i of the i-th atom. On the contrary to the Mulliken population analysis, it can be given the physical meaning. Here, the atomic charge of the α-atom is expressed as
where
denotes the relevant deformation density and ρ α (r -R α ) is the electron density of isolated atom situated at the R α . Furthermore,
is the respective statistical weight. Those relationships can be derived from the well-grounded information-theoretical formalism [12, 13] .
The numerical calculations were performed by using mainly GAUSSIAN98 [14] as well as GAMESS-US (VERSION 6), and CERIUS2_4.5 computer programs.
Results and Concluding Remarks
An essential role of basis set has been documented in our considerations of population analysis for hydrogen bonded systems. It was illustrated in the case of charge on the hydrogen bond proton of the malonaldehyde molecule (Table 1) , where in the case of Mulliken population, dramatic differences were found. It should be noted that the results are strongly dependent on the molecular geometry where its optimization is very important (Table 2) as well.
In general, much less charge values are obtained according to Löwdin and Hirshfeld formalism in particular (Tables 3 and 4 ) than those resulting from the Mulliken population. In the latest case they remind those obtained by using multiconfigurational wave function [10] . On the other hand, the Hirshfeld method, based on information theory, seems to be the best grounded population analysis.
Generally, in the ground state the electron charge on the proton is enhanced for its middle position within the hydrogen bond in comparison with the endpoint positions. It seems that the smooth changes on the ground potential curve are followed by the tempered changes of the proton charge [7] .
However, the curves representing the charge distribution are more sensitive to wave function variations than the corresponding potential energy curves. The rearrangement of the electron density distribution in excited electronic states influences greatly the proton position and its electron charge (Table 5 ). It seems that at least in some cases, in excited states the hydrogen atom transfer within the hydrogen bond might be responsible for the tautomeric interconversion reactions. 
